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OPEN FORUM 
To the Members of Sigma Xi : 

For some time the writer has been considering whether or not 
the time is ripe to suggest a slight revision of the Constitution of 
Sigma Xi as regards the class of people which the Society should 
elect to membership. There was a time even as late as the founding 
of our society when very few colleges or universities gave graduate 
work or, if such was offered, had more than one or two students 
carrying advanced work of an investigational nature. Now the 
situation has changed; many institutions have numerous graduate 
students and many others have several each year. In view of this 
advance in our institutions is it not time to restrict membership in 
Sigma Xi to those who have shown by actual demonstration their 
ability to carry on investigational work? In other words, should 
we not now, as a national organization, prohibit the election of any 
undergraduates, even in their senior year? We have all seen many 
students elected in the senior year who have gone immediately out 
into the. business world, the ministry, or law, thus cutting them- 
selves off from the possibility of doing any further investigational 
work in scientific lines. Too many times the election of members 
has been "a reward for past victories," which W. C. Hood in his 
initiation address to the Michigan Chapter (May, 1914) aptly said 
should not be so. Since it seems agreed that Sigma Xi is primarily 
to encourage investigation and not to reward good scholarship ; and 
especially since we have at least one national honorary fraternity, 
Phi Kappa Phi, and several more limited societies whose primary 
object is to reward high scholarship along scientific lines, it would 
seem advisable to raise the standard of the Sigma Xi by eliminat- 
ing undergraduate membership from now on. We should not be 
anxious for numbers but quality and there are enough graduate 
students in this country from which to choose members who show 
promise of becoming scientific investigators. Moreover, by thus 
restricting the membership the next question of the value of grades 
in determining scholarship will be solved so far as Sigma Xi is 
concerned. Several chapters already have restricted, or are con- 
sidering the advisability of restricting membership as outlined 
above. Why then should not the national organization take a strong 
stand to make the standards of membership as uniform as possible? 
Your brother in Sigma Xi, 

Ernest Shaw Reynolds. 



